
 
 

NEWSLETTER – June 2006 
 

Refinery Visitors 
The Mayor of Wagga Wagga, Councillor 
Kerry Pascoe, visited the refinery on the 1st 
May, 2006 hosted by Wayne Hart (Chief 
Executive Officer) and David Onions 
(Refinery Manager) pictured below. 
 

 
Wayne Hart, Councillor Kerry Pascoe & David Onions  
 
Mayor Kerry Pascoe said that technology 
businesses had an important role in Wagga 
providing jobs, economic growth and 
opportunities for support companies.  He 
congratulated SOR on its progress and its 
confidence in the future with its expansion 
plan. 
 
New Staff 
Louise Schiller  – Company Accountant 
Louise comes to Southern Oil Refineries with 
18 years experience in a diverse range of large 
companies. Louise has a strong interest in 
horse riding and has represented Australia in 
overseas events. 
 

Gary Powers – Operations Manager  
(Klekies Pty L td)  
Gary joins Klekies bringing over 20 years 
experience in the transport and plant hire 
industries. As well as recently having 
experience in the logistics industry, Gary has 
an interest in swimming. 
 

Klekies 
Klekies is a sister company to Southern Oil 
Refineries which is situated in St Marys 
(Sydney). Klekies provides a cost effective, 
environmentally sustainable used oil recovery 
service. Klekies is a NSW Department of 

Environment and Conservation licensed oil 
and water collector. Wherever possible, used 
oil is sent to Southern Oil Refineries for re-
refining into a range of base and fuel oils. 
Waste water, oily rags and filters are sent to 
waste management companies to be properly 
treated and then disposed. 
 
Refinery Development Project (RDP) 
Kellogg Brown & Root, the RDP principal 
engineering firm, have been progressing 
through detailed design, procurement and 
fabrication phases over recent months, with 
the following key milestones achieved in this 
time: 

Refining 3D Model showing modifications 
 
·  Process design finalised 
·  3D modeling completed 
·  Construction certificate issued by council 
·  Agreements entered into with principal 

contractor groups: 
- Civil/Structural: Ladex Construction 
- Mechanical: DME Engineering  
- Electrical: RIC Electrics 

·  DCS room and control room modifications 
·  Civil works and structural steel underway 
·  Major shutdown planning underway 
·  Major procurement items agreed 



 

Civil works progressing for new footings 
 
RDP works are due to be completed for startup 
and commissioning in mid-November 2006. 
 

Fire System Upgrade Completion 
As part of its risk management strategy, SOR 
commissioned an upgrade of the fire fighting 
system at the Refinery. 

Firewater storage tank and pump 
 
This work has recently been completed 
although some final certification testing and 
training is yet to be done. The upgrade 
comprises: - a deluge system to the process 
tower, new water monitors, a new warning 
system, a 500,000 million litre water storage 
tank and three fire pumps. 
 
The installation has also been designed to 
allow for expansion of the system to 
accommodate the additional structure 
associated with the RDP. 
 

Technical Bulletin/SORBO 
 
Southern Oil Refineries has recently reviewed 
the specifications and grading system for our 
base oils and in line with current standards we 
will be using the International Standards 
Organisation (ISO) viscosity grading system 
from 1 July 2006. 
 
Until now we have used the 'Saybolt' 
Universal Seconds (SUS) base oil grade 
system to grade our products but current best 
practice uses the ISO viscosity grading system 
(based on Kinematic Viscosity @ 40°c) and is 
more meaningful to, most customers. 
 
Our current product range is therefore SOR 
Base Oil (SORBO) 32 (replacing 150SN) and 
SORBO 52 (replacing 300SN) as these grades 
are most aligned with the current SOR grades 
and we have found these grades are best suited 
to our customers. 
 
A technical bulletin explaining the ISO grades 
in detail, and specifying our current and 
potential new products will be released 
shortly. 
 
 
 

New Fire Water Monitor testing 
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