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Corporate Structure 
On 5 July 2005 Southern Oil Refineries became 
part of the group of environmental sustainability 
companies; Babcock & Brown Environmental 
Investments Limited a company listed on the 
Australian Stock Exchange (ASX:BEI). Further 
details about BBEI can be found at: 
www.bbeil.com.au 
 

Training 
All SOR refinery technical officers and 
supervisors are trained to nationally accredited 
standards in the Process Plant Operations 
Certificates (levels II and III). In addition, key 
members of staff are trained to be 
trainer/assessors with the Certificate IV 
accreditation in Assessment and Workplace 
Training. 
 

On Friday 25 November a ceremony was held for 
our 2005 graduates in Certificates in Process 
Studies, and Assessment and Workplace Training.  
The ceremony was attended by Daryl Maguire 
MP, Jim Graham (Chairman of the Board), 
Wayne Hart (CEO) and staff.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Daryl Maguire MP presenting our most ‘senior’  graduate 
with his certificate. 

 
The graduates were presented with their 
certificates by Daryl Maguire. During the evening 
prior graduates were also recognised for their 
achievements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Class of 2005 
 

Technical Bulletin 
Our first technical bulletin was released in 
September 2005. The bulletin included 
information on saturates levels and thermal 
stability in SOR base oils. 
 
The percent saturates results for SOR’s light base 
oil showed the SOR product to be typically 1-5% 
greater than virgin base oils; SOR heavy base oil 
shows an improvement in saturates level of more 
than 10% over virgin base oils. 
 
Thermal stability test results for both light and 
heavy base oils showed the increase in colour, 
viscosity, acid number and suspended solids was 
typically 30% to 90% worse for virgin oils 
compared to SOR re-refined oils which were 
consistently more stable and less prone to 
degradation. 
 
In the quest for excellence SOR has achieved an 
even higher standard enabling re-refined base oils 



 
to stand as premium base oil products in the 
marketplace. 
 

Community involvement 
SOR was invited to participate in a science expo 
at the Mater Dei College in Wagga Wagga during 
August this year. A presentation of the SOR 
process was made to students in years 7, 9 & 10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Products from each part of the process were 
displayed as well as an experiment illustrating the 
solvent plant process. The reaction to the 
presentation was extremely positive with many 
students requesting further information.  
 

Refinery Development Project (RDP) 
Throughout 2005 work has progressed on the 
Refinery Development Project (RDP) with the 
engagement of specialist engineering firm 
Kellogg Brown & Root (KBR). The broad aims of 
the project are to: 
·  Increase total plant throughput capacity to 

100,000 L/day of wet used oil, 
·  Expand the base oil product range to three 

products (SN150, SN300, and SN500), 
·  To incorporate improvements into the 

upgraded facility that will increase the overall 
plant reliability, and availability, 

·  Ensure continued compliance with 
environmental licence conditions and other 
regulatory requirements. 

 

Project scoping, process modelling and design, 
environmental analysis, and Front End 
Engineering Design (FEED) study phases have 
been completed. The SOR Board of Directors 
formally approved the project during December.  
 
At its 19 December meeting the Wagga Wagga 
City Council granted an amendment to SOR’s 
existing development approval. The successful 
achievement of this milestone allows the project 
to move through the subsequent phases of detailed 
engineering design, procurement, fabrication, 
installation, and commissioning. 
 
Of particular note is the helpful co-operation and 
practical advice given by council officers during 
the planning and evaluation phases. Further, the 
consultation with the Bomen Action Group 
representing the local community was both 
thorough and informative for both the Bomen 
Action Group and the company. 
 
Completion of the RDP is expected with 
commissioning in November 2006. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Bomen Refinery at night 
 

Media Enquir ies: 
Wayne Hart 
Chief Executive Officer 
Southern Oil Refining Ltd 
Tel: (02) 6925 8755 
 
Further details about Southern Oil Refineries can 
be found at: www.sor.com.au 


