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Record Production for June

The upgraded SOR Used Qil re-refinery at
Bomen, near Wagga Wagga, produced a
record volume of its two grades of base all
during June 2004. A total volume of 884,963
litres of base oil was produced in a 30 day
month that saw relatively minor lost time due
to plant disturbances.

Of course not every month will be up to this
level as the very nature of used oil requires us
to shut the refinery down for a week every
three months to clean out heat exchangers,
vessels, pumps and pipework of accumulated
deposits and sludges arriving in the used ail.

A topside view of the Bomen used oil re-refinery with
the road tanker facilities and tank farm in the
foreground

What is Used Oil?

The old saying “oils ain’'t oils’ has a very
speciad meaning for Southern Oil. You will
notice that we hardly ever use the term waste
oil but instead use the term used oil — so what
is the difference.

Used oil is a valued resource that has been
used for its intended application, say
lubricating a car engine, or as a hydraulic oil,

has reached the end of its usage cycle and is
then carefully collected and stored for
recycling or re-refining.

Waste oil at the end of its usage cycle will
have been dumped in a container, probably
aong with dry cleaning solvents, paint
thinners, or radiator fluids. It may be too
heavily contaminated for recycling and is
therefore awaste.

All used oil entering the Bomen refinery is
required to be tested by its suppliers before
despatch to ensure that it is as free of theses
contaminants asis practically possible.

Every batch of used oil delivered is further re-
checked by SOR'’s laboratory to ensure it
complies with our intake specifications. We
carry out the following tests:

Density — between 0.88 and 0.92 kg/litre
Flash Point — greater than 70 degrees C
Viscosity — between 70 and 150 centistokes
Water content — below 10% by weight

Tota Chlorine — below 500 parts per million
PCBs— below 2 parts per million

Parti culates — below 400 microns

These tests either individually or sometimes
together will give an indication of illicit
contamination and on the rare occasions that
this occurs the batch is returned to the supplier
for disposal.

What can you do to help? If everyone who
uses oil, carefully segregates and stores it for
collection after use, then we will see much
better re-refining performance a¢ Bomen and
the community overall recovers its economic
value as arecyclable resource.

Remember, “oil doesn’t wear out, it just gets
dirty”

For further information contact CEO, Wayne
Hart in Wagga Wagga on (02) 6925 8755 or
email to whart@sthoil.com.au



